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Today’s subject, “Troubles, Trials, Afflictions and God’s Promises” 
Before we begin, shall we invite God’s presence… 

At any given time and place, we are all subject to being hit with afflictions. It could be sickness or disease. It could be the loss of a loved one or even the death of a relationship that was especially meaningful. It could be a financial affliction. It could even be the loss of a job, one’s home, vehicle or other important property. Nonetheless, when we are afflicted we sometimes question why me? 

Our discussion will begin back in a time when we maybe knew about Jesus, but did not really know Him. I’m talking about the rebellious years. From our earliest recollections, most of us have had fond childhood memories. As we then progressed into our adult years we had our hopes, aspirations and dreams. We know what we want and we usually pursue a course to obtain our desires. It may be higher education, a pilot’s license, a new car, a house, a motorcycle, a boat, a business of our own, even that special soul-mate. We look forward to vacations, trips, holidays, family get-togethers. Oftentimes we have believed that if I can only obtain the object of my pursuit, I will be happy.

But happiness seems so elusive. When we get that degree, car, house, boat, business, mate, or take that dream vacation, we come to the realization that it did not make me happy. Oftentimes we kept up the pursuit of the goal, knowing that we would be satisfied when the goal was realized. But when we attained, there was a let down. Why? 

In times past you may have looked forward to a special vacation and found out there was more thrill in the planning and anxiety leading up to the trip; then there was satisfaction after the trip was over. Often coming back exhausted from the very thing that was to relax you. Usually you had a good time but there was always this emptiness; this strange lack of fulfillment. 

It’s as if the degree, the car, the house, the boat, the business, the soul mate or that dream vacation was supposed to fill this vacuum that leaves one feeling so hollow. Your soul cries out in a silent 9-1-1 anguish. Does anyone know my plight? Does anyone even care?

Without even a further plea on your part, your soul is stirred as God’s Holy Spirit answers the call. Yes My son, yes My daughter. I care. Your Father in heaven cares. Your Creator, Savior and Redeemer Jesus cares. You never really sensed your need of Jesus. That need was put there by the third Person of the Godhead. 

Now suddenly it is so apparent. All your wants have never satisfied this deep longing of your hungry soul. It is also apparent that in this vast universe of which the earth is but a tiny speck, you see yourself and all your righteousness as the smallest particle of unworthiness. Unrealized hopes, shattered dreams, dashed aspirations come to mind. Even though you have attained and obtained, the elusive happiness was never realized. The endless search for real contentment always appeared on the horizon, but like the sun, it disappeared into night.

The thought of Jesus in your life; which stirs your soul, causes a trickle of hope to find a path into this vacuum. Just the thought is putting something there that was never there before. What is it? What is causing this glimmer of hope? ….. You are experiencing the goodness of God and cannot even clearly identify this power or the source. But you are aware it is there.

It is much later that you learn that Paul wrote in Romans 2:4 “knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.” This same Holy Spirit that recognized your silent scream now convicts the soul, as you become aware of everything God has done to save you for eternity. Yes as you see Jesus the Creator and Redeemer nailed to the cross with wounds all over His body, shedding His innocent blood to cover your life of sin, another unexplainable action of the Holy Spirit causes a deeper stirring of your soul. Memories of shameful behavior come up before your minds eye and a sorrow you never before experienced grips your entire being as your painful realization dawns on your conscience; that Jesus hangs there … because of your sins. 

And this too has an answer in Scripture that you discover one day in 2 Corinthians 7:10. “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation.” As you fall broken hearted before the Lord you pour out your heart, confessing every sin that comes to memory. One by one the Holy Spirit brings all past sins to your thoughts. Much weeping and confessing does not escape the notice of heaven. 

Luke 15:10 so states, “Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” Can you imagine? Your dilemma seems to escape the notice of almost everyone on earth, but angels rejoice as you unburden your heavy heart. You have repented, you have confessed, and now you ask forgiveness. Does it come?

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

Suddenly that hollow void in your soul begins to fill. You can’t explain it in human terms, but one thing you are sure of, is this indescribable peace that now floods your soul. And later you find that euphoria described in Philippians 4:7 “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus”.     

You have been justified. Christ has imputed His righteousness into you and you stand before the throne of God, just as if you had never sinned. 

Now you are ready to begin what you believe will be the easy Christian life. From here on out, no problems, no trials, no afflictions, just peace and contentment with everyone. Does that about summarize the Christian experience after conversion? Well, not quite, as you do experience problems. 

Ah, but you have just learned, like Nicodemus, you must be baptized. For Jesus said to Nicodemus in John 3:3,5 “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”  

Surely once your baptized, then life will be perfect. Right? That would be nice. But it is an illusion at best. The warnings are clear. 1 Peter 5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” Our adversary. He cares only about himself and maybe those who worship him. But any follower of Christ is a target for destruction. And by the grace of God, Satan cannot kill at will. If he were allowed he could snatch your life from you in a heartbeat. But he cannot go beyond that which God allows. 

Let’s see just what the newly baptized Christian can expect. What did Jesus warn His followers? John 16:33 “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”  

Trials are indeed a part of the Christians life. But we need to, “Stop telling God how big our storm is, and start telling our storm how big our God is!” 

With the trials we have comforting promises, such as one we find in Isaiah 41:10 “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” 

And Isaiah 43:1, 2 “Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.”  

Just as we have been justified when we received Christ’s righteousness by His grace and our faith, which is the basis of salvation, so we are to live a sanctified life, keeping the Ten Commandments, which is a condition of salvation. As long as we love Jesus and keep His commandments, not to be saved, but because we are saved, we are under the same promises of God given to Israel of old in Deuteronomy 31:6-8. “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Verse 7 “Be strong and of a good courage…” verse 8 “And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.”  
So why is our faith so weak with promises so strong? We are to accept what life deals us, without complaint to God. God is not touched by our worry and complaining. But He is moved by our faith and trust in Him when we are in trials. Do you realize that by worry and complaining you actually DELAY your deliverance? By worry and complaining, the Israelites delayed their entrance into the Promised Land by 40 years. Give your problem to God, let go of the problem and let God work for you and in you. Count it a joy that you experience tribulation. Oh that we could all possess the patience of Job. 

Paul’s message to the churches is a message for us today, Acts 14:22   “Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”  

Why must we have trials? Let me assure you, without them, you might never know the true meaning of the Christ-like life. But with them we learn and develop the fruit of the Spirit. James 1:3 “Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.”

And in 1 Peter 1:6,7 “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ”  

Peter also stated in chapter 4 of the same book, verse 12-14 and 16, “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.”  Verse 16 “Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf”.

Paul added in Romans 5:3, 4 “but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.”   

Over 3,000 years ago David wrote these words in the Psalms chapter 34 verse 19, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.” With the problem we have the solution. We have a heavenly Father that watches over us. Now let’s personalize. Say it, I have a heavenly Father who watches over me. Everybody say it together. I have a heavenly Father who watches over me. There’s power in that phrase. You see when you are assailed; it does two things. It strengthens your faith for the trial, while telling Satan to back off. 

Let’s go back to the writings of Peter. 1 Peter 3:12-17. This is beautiful. “For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.  And who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?  But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.”  
Jesus summarized this in Matthew 10:28 “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

Brothers and sisters, there is no fooling ourselves. By virtue of our profession, we have enlisted in the army of the Lord. We will endure Troubles, Trials, and Afflictions, but with the sufferings comes God’s Promises. 

I’m sure you have read Paul’s summary as to his trials. Let’s turn to 2 Corinthians 11:24-27 “Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” So what’s our problem?  
Paul’s words of encouragement to us in 2 Corinthians 4:8, 9, 17. “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed” verse 17 “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”

Yes we will have troubles, trials and afflictions. But it is for such a short time. The promise is that it will not be more than we can handle in 1 Corinthians 10:13 “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”.

The counsel of the Lord is “Be strong and of a good courage.” Listen, no true Christian will ever possess a spirit of complaining. Why? Because Satan is the chief of complainers. It’s His characteristic. Jesus is our example in all things and there are no recorded instances of His complaining. 

We read about the courage of Paul. Listen now to the courage of this young woman and her child.
In Phoenix, Arizona, a 26-year-old mother stared down at her 6 year old son, who was dying of terminal leukemia. Although her heart was filled with sadness, she also had a strong feeling of determination. Like any parent, she wanted her son to grow up and fulfill all his dreams. Now that was no longer possible. 

The leukemia would see to that. But she still wanted her son's dreams to come true. She took her son's hand and asked, “Billy, did you ever think about what you wanted to be once you grew up?  Did you ever dream and wish what you would do with your life?” “Mommy, I always wanted to be a fireman when I grew up”.  Mom smiled back and said, "Let's see if we can make your wish come true."    

Later that day she went to her local fire department in Phoenix, Arizona, where she met Fireman Bob, who had a heart as big as Phoenix.  She explained her son's final wish and asked if it might be possible to give her 6 year-old son a ride around the block on a fire engine. Fireman Bob said, "Look, we can do better than that. If you'll have your son ready at seven o'clock Wednesday morning, we'll make him an honorary fireman for the whole day. He can come down to the fire station, eat with us, go out on all the fire calls, the whole nine yards! And if you'll give us his sizes, we'll get a real fire uniform for him, with a real fire hat, not a toy one, with the emblem of the Phoenix Fire Department. They're all manufactured right here in Phoenix, so we can get them fast." 

Three days later Fireman Bob picked up Billy, dressed him in his fire uniform and escorted him from his hospital bed to the waiting hook and ladder truck. Billy got to sit on the back of the truck and help steer it back to the fire station. He was in heaven. There were three fire calls in Phoenix that day and Billy got to go out on all three calls. He rode in the different fire engines, the paramedic's van, and even the fire chief's car. 

He was also videotaped for the local news program. Having his dream come true, with all the love and attention that was lavished upon him, so deeply touched Billy that he lived three months longer than any doctor thought possible. 

One night all of his vital signs began to drop dramatically and the head nurse, who believed in the hospice concept that no one should die alone, began to call the family members to the hospital. Then she remembered the day Billy had spent as a fireman, so she called the Fire Chief and asked if it would be possible to send a fireman in uniform to the hospital to be with Billy in his final moments.

The chief replied, "We can do better than that. We'll be there in 5 minutes. Will you please do me a favor? When you hear the sirens screaming and see the lights flashing, will you announce over the PA system that there is not a fire? It's just the fire department coming to see one of its finest members one more time. And will you open the window to his room?" 
About 5 minutes later a hook and ladder truck arrived at the hospital and extended its ladder up to Billy's third floor open window. Sixteen firefighters climbed up the ladder into Billy's room. With his mother's permission, they hugged him and held him and told him how much they loved him. With his dying breath, Billy looked up at the fire chief and said, "Chief, am I really a fireman now?" "Billy, you are, and the Head Chief, Jesus, is holding your hand," the chief said. With those words, Billy smiled and said, "I know, He's been holding my hand all day, and the angels have been singing." He closed his eyes and went to sleep in Jesus.

Yes we will have troubles, trials and afflictions. But the message from God is “Be strong…and of a good courage.”    
 Let us pray….
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